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Released twice a day, every day

92 sites in the US; 900 worldwide

Filled with hydrogen or helium

Flight lasts for about 2 hours

Will d ift f 125 il d i tWill drift as far as 125 miles away, and rise up to 
100,000 feet (20 miles)

Instrument, called a radiosonde, is attached to 
measure pressure temperature relative humiditymeasure pressure, temperature, relative humidity, 
wind speed and direction

Primary source of data above the ground

P id l bl i t f t f tProvides valuable input for computer forecast 
models, local data for meteorologists to make 
forecasts and predict storms, and research data

Each radiosonde contains a mailing bag withEach radiosonde contains a mailing bag with 
instructions. About 20% of the 75,000 
radiosondes sent up each year in the US are found 
and returned. 










