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Contact: Dave Tucek or Dan McCarthy                    FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
               317-856-0368



                            
Winter Weather Preparedness Week, November 15-21, 2009
Governor Mitch Daniels has proclaimed November 15-21, 2009 as Winter Weather Preparedness Week in Indiana.  “Winter weather is nearly here and now is the time to prepare,” said Dave Tucek, Warning Coordination Meteorologist of the Indianapolis National Weather Service Office. 

Preparation is the key.  “Ensuring your home and vehicle are ready and having a winter weather safety plan are important,” said John Erickson, spokesperson for the Indiana Department of Homeland Security.  “Have a winter emergency kit ready,” said Carol Greeley, spokesperson for the American Red Cross of Greater Indianapolis. “This is a good time to “winterize” your Disaster Supplies Kits for your home and vehicles. Add warm clothing, extra blankets and hats, mittens, etc. to both your kits and make sure your vehicle kit includes bottled water, first aid supplies, essential medications, extra coats, blankets, flashlights, kitty litter, a small shovel, a candle, metal container and matches and a red cloth to tie on your car to signal for help,” Greeley added. 
 Travel can be difficult during snow and ice storms.  “Our school bus drivers are trained and ready for winter driving,” said Pete Baxter, Director of school traffic safety for the Indiana Department of Education.  Indiana Department of Transportation Commissioner Michael W. Reed added, “We want all motorists and road crews to have a safe winter season.  Snow plows turn and exit the road frequently and drive much slower than posted speeds, so we ask motorists to stay a safe distance behind snow plows and give our drivers room to work.”  Lieutenant Troy McElfresh of the Indiana State Police added,   “Driving slower and leaving greater distances between vehicles during adverse weather are keys to safe driving.” 

Please join us and present winter weather preparedness materials to your customers. 

# # #

MEDIA NOTE: For detailed information for a specific portion of your state, please contact the public affairs officer listed above for reference to the appropriate forecast office of NOAA’s National Weather Service.

On the Web:

NOAA: http://www.noaa.gov
NOAA’s National Weather Service: http://www.weather.gov
NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards: http://www.weather.gov/nwr
